
Sustainable Pest 
management in California



Overview

California Environment Surrounding Pesticides

The Evolution of  SPM Workgroup

Recommendations for California/Washington Agriculture



Pesticides in CA Pre-SPM

Anti-Pesticide Environment

Chlorpyrifos Regulatory Action

Granular formulation preserved

Legislation to Ban

Governor’s Compromise

Phase out

Alternatives Workgroup

Sustainable Pest Management Workgroup



Sustainable Pest Management Workgroup

Initiated by Governor Newsom 

Led by Secretaries Ross (CDFA), Blumenfeld/Garcia (Cal/EPA), and Directors 

Dolcini/Henderson (DPR)

25 members focused on agriculture; 8 members focused on urban issues

A total of  33 members representing diverse interests charged with aligning on a pathway to 

minimize reliance on the use of  toxic pesticides and promote solutions that protect health 

and safety, are agronomically and economically sound, eliminate racial and other 

disparities, and engage, educate, and promote collaboration toward safe, sustainable pest 

management practices in in production agriculture



SPMWG Process

COVID

Professional Facilitation by Ag Innovations

One in person field trip

One in person meeting

Numerous Zoom meetings over close to two years



Agriculture Concerns

Eliminating tools pesticides from the toolkit

Availability of  Alternatives

Urban/agriculture interface

Invasive Pests

Sticks without carrots



Environmental Concerns

Anti-pesticide/corporate farming

Pro organic/small farming

Worker exposure

Community exposure

Environmental exposure



California Concerns

Protect environment

Eliminate/avoid human exposure

Reduce/eliminate harmful effects of  pesticides

Appreciate the needs of  agriculture

Balance interests



SPM Battle

Agriculture

Environment

Agency



Roadmap



What is SPM

Sustainable Pest Management (SPM) is a holistic, whole-system approach applicable in 
agricultural and other managed ecosystems and urban and rural communities that builds on 
the concept of integrated pest management (IPM) to include the wider context of the three 
sustainability pillars



North Star



Keystone Actions



Recommendations for CA/Washington

Get in the room

Listen to understand

Be patient

Advocate for real solutions that solve 

the regulators problems



Thank you
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